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GRAND CONNECTION



OVERVIEW

•Design Guidelines

• What we heard – Stakeholder Interviews

• Where we are

• Next Steps

•Comprehensive Plan Amendments

•Interstate 405 Crossing
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THE ROUTE
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WHAT WE HEARD – STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

•Strong support for the project and the vision
•Pedestrian and cyclist focus

•Opportunities for innovations in transportation technology

•Activation and programming of existing and new public spaces

•Maintain achievable goals and ambitions
•Be ambitious but don’t let it diminish the potential of the project

•Be more ambitious 

•Dissatisfaction with the Pedestrian Corridor
•Outdated

•Never reached its full potential

•Too dependent on private developers/owners completing the 
vision
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WHAT WE HEARD – STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

•City needs to take stronger initiative to realize the vision
• Don’t wait for private market to implement

• Achieve better results than the Pedestrian Corridor

•Guidelines need to leave flexibility and respond to the 
different contexts of Downtown and Wilburton

•Collaboration with emerging developments

•Developments that are in progress will assist in shaping the 
guidelines and vision
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WHERE WE ARE
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•Design team identifying precedents

•Identify the distinct segments of the route

•Context

•Character

•Sustainability goals

•Develop sequence of the guidelines

•Organization

•Hierarchy

• Requirements vs. recommendations vs. custom



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS

BELLEVUE DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION - MAY 23RD, 2018 7

•Scope

•Urban Design

•Downtown

•Wilburton / NE 8th Street

•Planning Commission

• Introduction – April 4th

•First Study Session – May 9th

•Second Study Session – July 25th

•Public Hearing – October 2018



EXPANDING THE ROUTE

•Policy S-DT-144.2. Extend the 
Pedestrian Corridor designation 
along the sides of NE 6th Street 
between 110th Avenue NE and 112th

Avenue NE to enhance the non-
motorized access to the light rail 
station and to the Grand Connection 
crossing of I-405.

•Policy S-DT-144.2. Extend the 
Pedestrian Corridor designation 
along the sides of NE 6th Street 
between 110th Avenue NE and 112th

Avenue NE to enhance the non-
motorized access to the light rail 
station and to the Grand Connection 
crossing of I-405.

Apply the Grand Connection designation 
between Meydenbauer Bay and the 
Eastside Rail Corridor to improve multi-
modal access to parks, public spaces, 
light rail stations, businesses, and 
residential uses.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS
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•Scope

•Urban Design

•Downtown

•Wilburton / NE 8th Street

•Planning Commission

• Introduction – April 4th

•First Study Session – May 9th

•Second Study Session – July 25th

•Public Hearing – October 2018



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS
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•Policy S-WI-NEW. Encourage the creation of a significant interface between 
the Grand Connection and the Eastside Rail Corridor to create seamless 
connectivity for pedestrians, cyclists, and those who use alternative 
transportation options.

•Policy S-DT-45.1. Implement design components and wayfinding along the 
NE 6th Street Pedestrian Corridor to create an accessible and intuitive 
connection for multi-modal users of all abilities.

•Policy S-DT-45.1. Implement design components and wayfinding along the 
NE 6th Street Pedestrian Corridor Grand Connection to create an accessible 
and intuitive connection for multi-modal users of all abilities.

•Enhance the attractiveness of the Interstate 405 right-of-way as a 
gateway to the City of Bellevue and the Downtown subarea.
•Enhance the attractiveness of the Interstate 405 right-of-way as a 
gateway to the City of Bellevue and the Downtown subarea., 
aggressively pursuing the Grand Connection vision for a multi-modal 
crossing between Downtown and the Wilburton Commercial Area.



INTERSTATE 405 CROSSING



ALTERNATIVE 1 – SCULPTURAL BRIDGE
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ALTERNATIVE 2 – LINEAR BRIDGE
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ALTERNATIVE 3 – LID PARK
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FRAMEWORK PLAN: SEQUENCE TWO

•Sequence Two

•6 Chapters

• Introduction

• Alternative One: Sculptural Bridge

• Alternative Two: Linear Bridge

• Alternative Three: Lid Park

• Alternative Comparison

• Next Steps
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FRAMEWORK PLAN: ALTERNATIVE COMPARISON
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FRAMEWORK PLAN: ALTERNATIVE COMPARISON



NEXT STEPS
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May to 
Summer

• Distribute to Council

• Open to public comment

• Presentations to boards, commissions, public, civic 
organizations

Summer

• Council to recommend a preferred alternative

Fall

• Begin RFP process for design refinement of preferred 
alternative
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Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

2018

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

2019 2020 2021+

Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Land Use Code and Design Guidelines

Preferred Alternative Preferred Alternative Design Refinement

Comprehensive Plan Amendments / LUC / Design GuidelinesCAC Vision + FEIS

TIMELINE

Wilburton 

Commercial Area

Interstate 405 

Crossing

Grand Connection 

CPA’s / LUC / 

Design Guidelines



QUESTIONS?
Bradley Calvert

Community Development 
Program Manager

425.452.6930
bcalvert@bellevuewa.gov


